March 7, 1983 LB 235

find some reasonabl e m ddl e ground. The proposal is not as
stringent and | think is considerably nore reasonabl e than
original proposals which Senator H ggl ns has worked on. |
think the bill will have a significant effect In the long
termupon inproving the quality of care in the nurslnp hones
throughout the State of Nebr'aska and | appl aud Senator Hi ggl ns
for her effort and urge you to support LB 235 in the formthat
_Stentat or Higgins and the Health and Wl fare Conmittee presented
i 0 us.

PRFSIDENT: Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNFR: M. President and nenbers of the body, |
think Senator Higgins has very good intentions with this bill
but it is still alittle bit too restrictive for me to support
at this stape. She mentioned | n her explanation of the bill
that we are doinp, nost of these things with state....or throuph
the Departnment of Health rules and regul ati ons now and of course
| did support the conmttee anendnents. | think it is alittle
bit better and it is a nore workable bill but | think we have
pot to be careful that we don't put too many r'egul ati ons on
these nursing homes. | visited nearly every one of the nurs-
ing homes in ny legislative district and they are doing a fan-
tastic gob. | don't see how they could inprove any nore. They
have very faithful and dedicated enpl oyees and |, ~ust haven' t
received any conplaints fromany of the nenbers tost are in
these hones. | think we need to be careful that we don't put
an unbearabl e | oad on the nursing hones in Nebraska because

If we do this we are going to increase the cost. The admi n-
istrators and enpl oyees of these hones spend a lot of time
with the state inspectors nowand | think if we put nore re-
strictions on themwe are going to need nore inspectors out
there and of course, these enployees will have to spend nore
tine with them MWhen they are spending tine with these in-
spectors they cannot do the other work that they are hired to
do. This would be, or | feel this would be an extra expense
to the hone and of course it would al so be an extra expense to
the state. | don't know what the fiscal inmpact will be since
we have adopted the committee anendnents but | will inagine
there will still be some kind of an increase. | say to you
here this nmorning | feel we have too many governnent regul a-
tions. | think we ought to be taking some of them off rather
than adding to our regul ations.

PRESI DENT: There |Is an anendnent on the desk.

CLERK: M. President, Senator Lowell Johnson woul d nove to
amend the bill. Wbuld you like me tc read it, Senator'? Ckay.
M. President, the anendnment would read as follows: (Read
Johnson anendnment as found on page 806 of the Legislative
Journal.)

PRESIDENT: Senator Johnson.

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: M. President, nenbers of the Legislature,



